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LOS ANGELES TIMES
3 September 1985

Diffaring Laws Bring U.S., England Into Conflict

" London Center of Iran Arms Smuggling

By WILLIAM C. REMPEL and LARRY GREEN, Times Staff Writers

‘LONDON—The business con-
ducted at 4 Victoria—a modern,

heavily guarded office building .

near Parliament and Westminster -
Abbey—is done. in private, like .-
most business in this- center of =

international commerce. Recently,

_however, details of many once-se- . :
cret transactions originating here - -
have shown up in American court
records. )

In the last 12 months, federal

authorities in the United States-.
have indicted 44 persons for export =
violations stemming from alleged .

illegal trade with Iran’s military—
don.
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. ““The Iranians are all over town
trying to make deals. Everyone
knews it,” said Gerald H. McDevitt,
a longtime British trader who was
ampng the 44 persons indicted in
the United States during the last

year on Iran-related export viola- -

tion charges. He told The Times
that he had been a middleman ina
transaction involving parts for F'-4
Phantom and F-5 jet fighters but
that he had not been aware that the
ultimate customer for the parts was
Iran. : ’ ‘

“1 don't want to deal with them,”
he said. “It's not worth it. But I
know people here who are shipping
to Iran by the lorry load.”

Iran, according to another Lon-
don trader, is “screaming for . . .
defensive equipment,” including
radar components, TOW anti-tank
missiles and anti-aircraft missiles.

There is also great demand report- -

ed through the London market-

place for U.S.-made Cobra helicop-

ter parts and parts for jet
fighters—including the sophisti-
cated F'-14. )

“Every trader in town knows

" what they want,” said the busi-

most of it brokered through Lon-

nessman, one of several who

to talk with a Times report-
er on the condition that they would
not be identified.
fact, some arms deals involv-

In
ing Iran stand out as icularl
o agﬁaomﬁﬁﬁ-ﬁ' conser-

vative LOn ess communt-
- ty. ers n-
W 5 at a_man

ere are arms de oingon
~_here eve a Western intelli-
ence source ndon said. "The -

arms dealers are here, the brokers

-Tare here, the mone is here. Na-
tionality makes no éﬂerenoe. You

can have Libyans, Ysraells, Irani-
-ans, Iragqis—all In the same"

. 'room—ia@—q a Ee_il They're not
Tdiers— they re businessmen.”
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_—_However, -to get the restricted

.....

arms and military parts_out of the

. United States, the businessmen
_usually have to associate with, or

"= function as, smugglers—typicaily.

disguising either the contents of
their shipments or falsely claiming
an ultimate destination other than
Iran to get the equipment past U.S.
Customs inspectors.
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